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KING) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3440, a bill to require the Bureau of 
Economic Analysis of the Department 
of Commerce to provide estimates re-
lating to the distribution of aggregate 
economic growth across specific per-
centile groups of income. 

S. RES. 220 

At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 
name of the Senator from Maine (Mr. 
KING) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 220, a resolution expressing soli-
darity with Falun Gong practitioners 
who have lost lives, freedoms, and 
rights for adhering to their beliefs and 
practices and condemning the practice 
of non-consenting organ harvesting, 
and for other purposes. 

S. RES. 527 

At the request of Mr. PERDUE, the 
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 527, a resolution congratulating 
the people of Georgia on the 100th anni-
versary of its declaration of independ-
ence as a democratic republic and re-
affirming the strength of the relation-
ship between the United States and 
Georgia. 

S. RES. 633 

At the request of Mrs. MCCASKILL, 
the names of the Senator from New 
Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ), the Senator 
from Washington (Mrs. MURRAY), the 
Senator from Hawaii (Mr. SCHATZ) and 
the Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
CASEY) were added as cosponsors of S. 
Res. 633, a resolution expressing the 
sense of the Senate that Congress 
should take all appropriate measures 
to ensure that the United States Postal 
Service remains an independent estab-
lishment of the Federal Government 
and is not subject to privatization. 
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STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. REED (for himself, Ms. 
COLLINS, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Ms. 
MURKOWSKI, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 
Ms. WARREN, Mr. KING, Mr. 
JONES, Mr. KAINE, Ms. HASSAN, 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, and Mr. 
CASEY): 

S. 3530. A bill to reauthorize the Mu-
seum and Library Services Act; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to be joined by a group of mem-
bers on both sides of the aisle and in 
both bodies in introducing legislation 
today to renew the law that expands 
the reach of libraries and museums and 
enables them to better serve their com-
munities. These vital institutions edu-
cate, inform, engage, and connect peo-
ple from all walks of life. 

Our legislation, the Museum and Li-
brary Services Act of 2018, is similar to 
legislation I also introduced on a bipar-
tisan basis in December. That legisla-
tion was developed with input and in-
sights from the library and museum 
communities. Since that time, it be-
came apparent in the library commu-

nity that a vital change was needed to 
ensure that funding increases for the 
State formula grant program would be 
more broadly shared by States around 
the Nation. Under the current formula, 
smaller States have seen little in the 
way of new funding even as funding sig-
nificantly increased over the last few 
years. The last time we addressed this 
issue was in 2003, and an update, while 
ensuring no State would lose funding, 
is needed today so that more commu-
nities can benefit from increased in-
vestments in our Federal library pro-
gram. 

I am grateful our revised bill has the 
support of the American Library Asso-
ciation, the American Alliance of Mu-
seums, and many of their affiliated as-
sociations. I thank Senators COLLINS, 
GILLIBRAND, MURKOWSKI, and our many 
colleagues who are joining us in intro-
ducing this bill today. I look forward 
to working with them and the entire 
Senate on moving this bill swiftly to 
passage. 
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 660—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE 
DESIGNATION OF THE WEEK OF 
SEPTEMBER 23 THROUGH SEP-
TEMBER 29, 2018, AS RAIL SAFE-
TY WEEK IN THE UNITED 
STATES, AND SUPPORTING THE 
GOALS AND IDEALS OF RAIL 
SAFETY WEEK TO REDUCE RAIL- 
RELATED ACCIDENTS, FATALI-
TIES, AND INJURIES 

Mr. NELSON (for himself, Mr. THUNE, 
Mr. PETERS, and Mrs. FISCHER) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation: 

S. RES. 660 

Whereas the first Rail Safety Week was 
held from September 24 through September 
30, 2017, by the national education safety 
nonprofit Operation Lifesaver, the Depart-
ment of Transportation, and other organiza-
tions; 

Whereas Rail Safety Week was launched to 
raise awareness about the need for increased 
education on how to be safe around highway- 
rail grade crossings and railroad tracks, and 
to highlight efforts to further reduce colli-
sions, injuries, and fatalities; 

Whereas highway-rail grade crossing and 
trespassing accidents constituted approxi-
mately 96 percent of all rail related fatalities 
in fiscal year 2017; 

Whereas the number of public crossings 
has declined 8 percent, while the number of 
gates increased by 30 percent, since 2005; 

Whereas, in 2017, 49 percent of all grade 
crossing collisions and 61 percent of all fatal 
grade crossing collisions occurred at gated 
crossings; 

Whereas while grade crossing injuries are 
16 percent lower, grade crossing fatalities are 
6 percent lower, and grade crossing collisions 
are 13 percent lower since 2008, challenges re-
main; 

Whereas, in 2017, there were 824 rail-related 
fatalities and 8,712 rail-related injuries in the 
United States; 

Whereas preliminary Federal statistics 
show that more than 2,117 highway-grade 

crossing crashes occurred during 2017, result-
ing in 272 persons killed and another 833 in-
jured across the United States; 

Whereas trespassing incidents on railroad 
property resulted in 512 persons killed and 
another 508 injured across the Nation in 2017; 

Whereas many collisions between trains 
and motor vehicles or pedestrians could have 
been prevented by increased education, engi-
neering, and enforcement; 

Whereas Operation Lifesaver, the foremost 
public information and education program 
on rail safety, administers a public edu-
cation program about grade-crossing safety 
and prevention of trespassing; 

Whereas during Rail Safety Week, from 
September 23 through 29, and throughout the 
year, everyone is encouraged to observe 
added caution as motorists or pedestrians 
approach tracks or trains; 

Whereas, for the first time, the United 
States and Canada will observe Rail Safety 
Week concurrently; and 

Whereas this important observance should 
lead to greater safety awareness and a reduc-
tion in highway-rail grade crossing crashes 
and pedestrian and railroad incidents: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the designation of Rail Safety 

Week; 
(2) expresses strong support for the goals 

and ideals of Rail Safety Week and efforts to 
reduce rail-related accidents, fatalities, and 
injuries; and 

(3) encourages the people of the United 
States to participate in Rail Safety Week 
events and activities and to educate them-
selves and others on how to be safe around 
railroad tracks. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 661—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE 
DESIGNATION OF SEPTEMBER 
2018 AS ‘‘SICKLE CELL DISEASE 
AWARENESS MONTH’’ IN ORDER 
TO EDUCATE COMMUNITIES 
ACROSS THE UNITED STATES 
ABOUT SICKLE CELL DISEASE 
AND THE NEED FOR RESEARCH, 
EARLY DETECTION METHODS, 
EFFECTIVE TREATMENTS, AND 
PREVENTATIVE CARE PRO-
GRAMS WITH RESPECT TO SICK-
LE CELL DISEASE, COMPLICA-
TIONS FROM SICKLE CELL DIS-
EASE, AND CONDITIONS RE-
LATED TO SICKLE CELL DIS-
EASE 

Mr. SCOTT (for himself, Mr. BOOKER, 
Mr. RUBIO, Mr. BROWN, Mr. ISAKSON, 
Ms. WARREN, and Mr. COONS) submitted 
the following resolution; which was 
considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 661 

Whereas sickle cell disease (referred to in 
this preamble as ‘‘SCD’’) is an inherited 
blood disorder that is a major health prob-
lem in the United States and worldwide; 

Whereas SCD causes the rapid destruction 
of sickle cells, which results in multiple 
medical complications, including anemia, 
jaundice, gallstones, strokes, restricted 
blood flow, damaged tissue in the liver, 
spleen, and kidneys, and death; 

Whereas SCD causes episodes of consider-
able pain in the arms, legs, chest, and abdo-
men of an individual; 

Whereas SCD affects an estimated 100,000 
individuals in the United States; 

Whereas approximately 1,000 babies are 
born with SCD each year in the United 
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